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Preparing Rural Distance Education Preservice Special Educators to Succeed Find More Like This

Contents A growing number of students lving in rural communities access special education teacher preparation and professional
development courses via technology-delivered distance education. Success in these courses depends on the effective

Iethod use of technofogy to access information and course materials, complete and submit assignments, and communicate

with instructors and classmates. To increase the likelihood that distance education students would have the needed

Program Background technology skills to succeed as distance learners, program supparts were implemented. Supports included a precourse

Student Demodraphics distance leaming workshop, on-line technology help files, and access to a technology assistant. Results indicated that
student confidence impraved in the use of technology skills addressed in the precourse workshop and practiced during

S the following semester.

Technology Skill Suppart special education teacher shortages in the United States are critical, include all categories of special educators, and are
not limited to any specific geagraphic region (Billingsley, 1953, Boe, Cook, Bobhitt & Terhanian, 1998, Brownell & Smith,

Procedure 1992, Smith, McLeskey & Taylar, 2002). Shortages of certified special education teachers are mast crtical in rural areas

af the country (Koury, Ludlow, & Wienke, 1991). The lack of even one special education teacher can put an entire small

Results district in jeopardy (Thurston & Sebastian, 1998). Although the total number of special education teachers needed in rural
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